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doodlebeads

Two-Drop Herringbone Stitch

Two-drop herringbone, like other multidrop stitches, is a speedy stitch to use. Just
remember that you string 4 beads to stitch 2 columns of 2 beads each. Note also
how you will cross over between columns to step up to the next row.

BEADS: One or two colors size 8°, one color size 11°

1 Working in pairs of beads, create a ladder for your founda-
tion or base row. You will actually see 2 rows of beads,
since this is a two-drop stitch. Your thread will exit the
bottom of the first row (Fig. 1).

2 To begin actual herringbone, you must now reposition
your needle to come out of the top bead of the second
row. With your thread exiting the bottom bead in the first
row, pass up through the adjacent bead in the same row
and cross over to exit the end bead in the second row.
You're now in position to continue with Rows 3 and 4,
shown here in gold beads.

String 4 gold beads (Rows 3 and 4) and pass down
through 2 beads, Rows 2 and 1. Pass up through the

2 beads in the next column. String 4 gold beads. Pass
down through the last column, exiting the bottom end
bead. Cross over between columns as shown, exiting
the end gold bead to be in position to start your fifth
row (Fig 2).

3 String 4 beads to start Rows 5 and 6. Pass down through
2 gold beads in the previous rows. Pass up through the
next column of gold beads, bringing the columns togeth-
er. String 4 beads, pass down through the end column of
gold beads, and do the crossover to exit the top of the
sixth row. Keep on beading as long as you'd like
your piece to be (Fig. 3).

TIPS from Leslie

e Don’t worry when the columns splay out and seem to be unattached. Your next stitches
will bring them together. Herringbone always has this appearance during the process.

* Round seed beads are best to use when learning this stitch, but cubes and cylinders
look fabulous, too. Two sizes are shown in this lesson. Experiment!
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